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�A home of promise 

House of Thembiso is a place of safety and care for  orphaned children.  

By Tamsyn Cornelius 

As I enter the ‘Baby Room’ at House of Thembiso in Kraaifontein, a bubbly two-year-old is the first to greet me at the door. Her 
grin is contagious and I can’t help but crouch down and smile right back at her. Along with four other children with special 
needs, this little girl has found a temporary home here under the care of Ria Pelser, resident house mother. Thembiso means 
‘promise’ and the home was established to provide a place of refuge and support, as well as the ‘promise’ of a better future, for 
orphaned children with disabilities or illnesses.  

Some of the babies have been abandoned in hospitals or found by the police. Others were given up by their mothers after birth 
or left as orphans after the death of their parents. Either way, when children arrive at House of Thembiso, they are shown the 
love of Christ and many are nurtured back to health by trained staff and volunteers. 

Ria shares a special connection with each of ‘her’ kids; evident in the way she freely passes out hugs; tenderly touches a 
forehead; or gently listens to each child. Ria takes me to the front room where she is eager to show me a centrepiece wall 
covered with pictures of every child who has ever been cared for in the house. She knows each of the 26 faces by name and 
takes great motherly pride in telling me about each one; how they came to the house; about their family situations; and the 
many successful adoptions over the past year.  

From its inception in February 2007, the house has already witnessed a number of adoptions. Many of the kids are taken in by 
foreign families and may head abroad with their new parents in the hope of a better life. This is often a bittersweet time in the 
house as saying goodbye is both rewarding and heartbreaking.  

Ria blinks back tears as she tells me about the child protection policy and that staff have no contact with a child or the new 
family after an adoption takes place. Even though Ria may sometimes wonder about the wellbeing of these little ones after they 
leave her home, she trusts that “each story has a positive ending.”  

“When I started here, I knew that I was stepping into the purpose God had for my life… and it has been worth it.” 

·  House of Thembiso is one of 80 homes that form part of the uMephi AFM Executive Welfare Council.  
·  ‘uMephi’ was derived from the Bible story in which Mephiboseth (son of Jonathan) was orphaned, disabled and had to 

be placed in ‘alternative care’. He had nobody to call his own yet he was rescued through the kindness of God shown 
through the King. He was thus reinstated as a person who had worth; who had his own land; and who could live the 
rest of his life with dignity. 

·  To support House of Thembiso or for more information contact Sonja Vos on 021 981 5261 or 083 779 584. 
·  For more information on local adoptions visit www.abbaadoptions.co.za.   
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